Memoir Rubric


	Criteria
	Exceeds (10)
	Meets (9)
	Not Quite (7.5)
	Far Below (6)

	Memorable 

Moment


	Clear memorable moment.
Always on topic.

Supporting details fit.
	Memorable moment is clear.
Most of memoir is focused on one incident. 

Fairly interesting, some things are predictable.  Supporting details usually fit.


	Main idea is there but not clearly developed.
Some of memoir is focused on one incident.

Memoir is predictable and not interesting.  

Details are repeated.
	Difficult to find main idea.
Memoir is NOT focused on one incident.

Memoir is not interesting.

Few or limited details.

	New Understanding or Realization


	Writer has made it clear what he/she learned or realized from memorable moment.
It’s explained clearly in the memoir.
	Writer has made it somewhat clear what he/she has learned or realized from the memorable moment. 
	Writer briefly explains what he/she has learned or realized.  There isn’t much detail.
	Meaning or learning is unclear from the experience.

	Formatting 


	Written in Times New Roman, 12 pt font.  Double spaced (no extra spaces).  Name, date and hr right aligned, title center aligned, memoir left aligned.
	1-2 mistakes with formatting.
	3-4 mistakes with formatting.
	5 or more mistakes with formatting.

	Structure/Organization


	Writer shows attitudes and feelings through events before the moment, during the moment, and after the moment.  
There is a logical sequence. Transitions used well.
	Writer sometimes shows attitudes and feelings through events before, during, and after.
Sometimes wrong transitions used.
Sequencing adequate.
	Writer is lacking attitudes and feelings through events before, during, and after.
Sequencing is weak.

Transition words don’t make sense sometimes.
	Writer is not able to show attitudes and feelings through events before, during, and after the moment and/or one of those is missing.
No logical sequence.

Ideas aren’t in order.

	Style/Voice/Use of Language


	Meaning is shown through several literary devices including similes, metaphors, personification, onomatopoeia. Word choice is excellent.
	Meaning is shown through some literary devices including similes, metaphors, personification, onomatopoeia.  Word choice is accurate.
	Meaning is shown through few literary devices.
Word choice is limited.
	Limited use of literary devices.  Weak contribution to meaning.
Word choice is basic.

	Conventions


	Less than 3 errors in spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar.  Dialogue punctuation is used correctly.
	3-5 errors in spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar.
	6-8 errors in spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar.
	9+ errors in spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar.  


Total:_______/60

